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The Records of Planetary Phenomena in Vietnamese Historical Sources

EiE & (BEBEXFE)
Akira OKAZAKI, Gunma University

Abstract. We collected 51 records of planetary phenomena in Vietnamese historical sources Viét Si
Luwoc (VSL, #H11), Dai Viét Sir Ky Toan The (TT, K51 5043E) with Pgi Viét Sir Ky Tuc Bién
(TB, K5 FE#87%W), and Pgi Nam Thyc Luc Tien Bién, (DNTL-TB, KF E&kui#i). The
collected records are divided into five groups: (1) Planet’s entrances into a lunar mansion (14 records),
(2) Close approaches between two planets (7 records), (3) Daytime appearance of Venus (20 records),
(4) Close approaches between the Moon and a planet (7 records), (5) Others (3 records). Among
these records, by using an astronomical simulation, we examined 18 of them whose reliability has not
been checked so far. We also reexamined another few records that have been checked by our
previous study. The results of our present and previous studies lead to the following: among 46
records available to us after excluding 5 records that are inappropriate to our purpose, 33 of them are
reliable, 8 are unreliable, and 5 are in neither of both categories. Thus, the reliability of the records
of planetary phenomena in the above Vietnamese historical sources is ~77%.
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